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“All of Florida’s 
postsecondary 
institutions have at least 
one staff member 
designated as working 
specifically with foster 
care students.”

- OPPAGA, 2022Click Here for OPPAGA’s Website.

http://www.oppaga.fl.gov




OPPAGA Report Shows Success of Students Using the DCF 
Tuition Waiver in Florida Colleges and Universities



The Florida Institute of Child Welfare released an extensive report 
recently about independent living skills. Using a mixed-methods 
approach, the evaluation team analyzed state statutes and policy 
documents, and collected information about CBC approaches to 
life skills development.

Lisa Schelbe, PhD., a Positive Pathways member, was a 
co-investigator on the report, which can be found on the Institute’s 
website, The Florida Institute for Child Welfare - FICW (fsu.edu)
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     “Campus support programs provide an array of services to help foster youth acclimate to and succeed in 
postsecondary institutions. Campus support programs for foster youth students were first founded in the late 1990s to 
provide advising, skill-building, advocacy, and referral services to help foster youth navigate and succeed in college. 
These programs vary in the types of support that are offered but often aim to improve college retention by offering 
financial, academic, logistical, and/or psychosocial support.

     Studies examining the needs of participants in campus support programs have found that the most common needs 
are access to financial aid, housing, and concrete resources (e.g., staff to assist students in securing these services); 
assistance with academic challenges; access to mentoring and social and emotional supports; navigating campus life 
and developing campus awareness; and managing connections to relatives and relationships outside campus.50,51 
The largest unmet needs identified in two studies were difficulty paying for living expenses and navigating the 
transition from foster care to postsecondary education.” (OPPAGA, 2022, p. 22)

Quote From OPPAGA Report: Benefits of Campus Based Programs

https://ficw.fsu.edu/




The Florida Department of Children and Families Positive Pathways, part of the DCF Office of Continuing Care (OCC), 
is funded by DCF and Educate Tomorrow, which has administered the program since 2016. The Program is comprised 
of more than 300 members located at Florida’s public colleges, universities, technical colleges and community-based 
care agencies. These individuals are knowledgeable, accessible and compassionate professionals who provide 
consistent support to young adults from foster care and homeless backgrounds as they pursue their postsecondary 
educational goals.

The Positive Pathways team, which includes Brett McNaught, CEO of Educate Tomorrow, Jasmine Moore, and Dr. 
Steve J. Rios, all of whom are nationally recognized professionals at the intersection of higher education and child 
welfare. Positive Pathways is a part of the DCF Office of Continuing Care, which is directed by Taylor Peck. Assisted 
Director Cal Walton, III, and Eric Wetzel, the Youth and Young Adult Transitions Specialist, serve as subject matter 
experts for the Program, the only program of its kind in the nation. For more information, contact us at 
Pathways@EducateTomorrow.org, or visit our website, www.PositivePathways.org.
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