
                                                                        

 

 

Three Community Forums Scheduled in July on Serving Postsecondary Students from Foster Care 
 

     After the success of the community forum and luncheon held 
at St. Petersburg’s College recently, where more than local 
members of the local child welfare and education communities 
gathered, three more Positive Pathways members have agreed to 
host forums in their communities this month. 

     Network members at Florida Atlantic University, Florida State 
College at Jacksonville, and Daytona State College will host 
community forums and luncheons to increase awareness about 
the opportunities and benefits available to postsecondary 
students from foster care using the Florida Department of 
Children and Families (DCF) tuition and fee exemption. The 
forums will provide an opportunity for advocates in the same 
community to learn about each other’s work and about plans to 
expand the work to more places. The forums are free and open 
to the public. 

     “We are encouraged by the enthusiasm that campus and 
community-based leaders have expressed related to hosting 
these community forums,” said Brett McNaught, Chief Executive 
Officer of Educate Tomorrow, the non-profit organization that 
administers the Positive Pathways Program for DCF. “I look 
forward to meeting many new partners who want to help move 
this cause forward.” 

     At the forums, local and statewide leaders will promote the 
development of campus-based programs to provide informed, 
empathetic and professional supports for college students who 
experienced foster care. New funding provided to Educate 
Tomorrow from the Helios Education Foundation support efforts 
to reach out directly to communities that want to expand their 
work with former foster youth in college. 

     The first forum will take place from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., on 
Wednesday, July 17, at the Tech Runway (Building 106), at Florida 
Atlantic University (FAU) in Boca Raton. 

     FAU Assistant Dean for University Advising Services Joe 
Murray, and Jasmine Moore, Assistant Director for the 

 

will host the event. Representatives from Palm Beach 
State College, ChildNet Palm Beach, Best Foot Forward, 
Vita Nova and other Palm Beach and Broward-based 
advocacy programs are expected to attend. 

     On Thursday, July 18th, our host will be Denise 
Giarusso, Associate Director of Student Support Services 
at Florida State College at Jacksonville. On July 25th, the 
forum will take place at Daytona State College, hosted by 
Erin LeDuc, who directs the Center for Women and Men. 

     At the forums, each of which will last three hours and 
include a complimentary lunch, participants will have the 
chance to share about their program. Attendees will then 
participate in a “pinball network lunch,” during which 
they can move from table to table. Table discussion will 
be hosted by community leaders sharing more in-depth 
information about their work and fielding questions from 
attendees.  

     During the third hour, participants will hear about the 
state of statewide work with students from foster care 
attending colleges and universities, and to find out how 
they can help support the movement. 

     For details and to register for any of the forums, visit 
the Positive Pathways Website 
(www.PositivePathwaysFlorida.org). 

http://www.positivepathwaysflorida.org/


                                                                        

 

Positive Pathways Members Invited to Participate in a Study about the Program 

 
“It is important to 
know how much of 

an impact the 
Pathways Program 
is actually having 
on its members so 
that we make any 

changes that might 
be needed and 

advocate for the 
parts that are 

working,” 
- Althea 

Blake 

 
Althea Blake 

     Althea Blake, a doctoral candidate at 
Northeastern University in Boston, and assistant 
director of student support services at the University 
of South Florida Tampa Campus, plans to reach out 
to Positive Pathways members soon to invite them 
to participate in a study about the program.  
     Blake, a former program assistant with Positive 
Pathways, is doing her doctoral dissertation on the 
program. Her research is titled “Experiences of 
Campus-based Liaisons that Participate in the 
Positive Pathways Program. 
     To participate in the study, contact Blake at 
AltheaBlake@Gmail.com. 

Positive Pathways Contract Renewed for Another Year 

     The Florida Department of Children and Families (DCF) has reviewed the Positive Pathways contract with Educate 
Tomorrow for another year. The new program year runs from July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020. 

     The Positive Pathways contract began its first full year in June of 2017. Positive Pathways provides technical assistance, 
monthly conference calls, webinars and an annual conference for more than 150 members. The program also hosts a website, 
www.PositivePathwaysFlorida.org, and a Facebook Page, found at https://www.facebook.com/groups/floridareach 

     Educate Tomorrow administers the Positive Pathways Program through Senior Director Dr. Steve J. Rios, and Program 
Assistant Racquell “Racqui” Perry, Esq. The program is supervised by Educate Tomorrow Chief Executive Officer Brett 
McNaught. The program Facebook page and website cover pages are shown below. Please sign up to the network!T 

 

  

New Member Orientation Now Available Online 
     The latest update to the Positive Pathways new member 
orientation is now available. The presentation provides valuable 
information on the DCF tuition and fee exemption, the number of 
students using the exemption at each college and university, and 
opportunities for training, networking and support offered by the 
program. 
     One especially important element of the orientation is the 
direct links to programs at Florida’s public colleges and 
universities that have hired full-time staff members to work with 
students using the DCF exemption. To access the new member 
orientation, visit www.PositivePathwaysFlorida.org and look for 
the resources tab. 
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