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• Created in 2016 by DCF
• Florida law requires collaboration between 

DCF and the Florida Department of Education

• Unique state-level program to increase 
post-secondary educational success among 
college students who lived in foster care in 
Florida and experiencing homelessness

• Administered by Educate Tomorrow, a 
statewide non-profit organization

• Maintains and expands a network of 
members, more than 300 

• Began in 2013 as Florida Reach, a volunteer 
statewide network

• Join Us!

Highlights



Purpose 

● Webinars

● Monthly network calls / professional development

● Technical assistance / networking 

● Daily access to immediate technical support

● Virtual small group support

● Updated resources

● Directory of campus-based and community-based liaisons

To develop and support a statewide network of 
informed and empathetic, and dedicated education 
and child welfare professionals and youth advocates 
to support students from foster care and homeless 
settings through their journeys to post-secondary 
completion.

s

Benefits





Laws



Tuition Waivers for Youth Who 
Have Experienced Foster Care

1009.25 F.S.
• The State of Florida provides tuition and fee exemptions, to eligible students, 

through age 28. 
• The waiver is authorized at state public universities, public colleges, and technical 

colleges. 
• Fee exemptions may be available to a student who:

o Is, or was at the time he or she reached 18 years of age, in the custody of a relative or nonrelative pursuant 
to s. 39.5085 or s. 39.6225.

o After spending at least 6 months in the custody of the department after reaching 16 years of age, was 
placed in a guardianship by the court.

o After reaching 14 years of age and thereafter spending at least 18 months in out-of-home care, was 
reunited with his or her parent or parents who were the subject of the dependency proceeding before he or 
she reaches 18 years of age, including a student who is reunited under s. 39.8155. For a student to be 
eligible under this subparagraph, the student must be Pell Grant-eligible, and the entity imposing the 
tuition and fees must verify such eligibility.

o Was adopted from the department after May 5, 1997.
o Was placed in a permanent guardianship, regardless of whether the caregiver participates or participated in 

the Relative Caregiver Program under s. 39.5085, and remains in such guardianship until the student either 
reaches 18 years of age or, if before reaching 18 years of age, he or she enrolls in an eligible institution.

Note: The exemption remains valid until the student reaches 28 years of age. See § 1009.25(1)(c), (d), Fla. Stat. For 
questions regarding eligibility or how to obtain a tuition and fee exemption form, CF-FSP 5220, contact your local 
Community Based Care Lead Agency or call Florida’s Independent Living Resource Center, operated by daniel, at 
1-844-ILYOUTH (844-459-6884).

https://flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2022/39.5085
https://flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2022/39.6225
https://flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2022/39.8155
https://flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2022/39.5085
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1009/Sections/1009.25.html




Legislative Foundation

A school district program, Florida College System institution, or state university may also provide campus coaching services and other 
support to a student who is exempt from the payment of tuition and fees under s. 1009.25 to promote his or her successful completion of 
postsecondary education and transition to independent living.

409.1452, 2022

The department shall collaborate with FLDOE (SUS, FCS, Districts)
- address the need for a comprehensive support structure in the academic arena
- assist children and young adults who have been or remain in the foster care system in making the transition 

from a structured care system into an independent living setting.

Programs must have, at a minimum, a knowledgeable, accessible, and responsive employee who acts as a liaison and provides assistance 
to those students who are exempt from the payment of tuition and fees to assist in resolving any problems related to such exemption. 
The liaisons shall provide such students with on-campus support and must be employees of the program, institution, or university.

s

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1009/Sections/1009.25.html


Educational Campus Coaching Positions
In 2014 the state passed legislation, (F.S. 409.1452): 

The State University System of Florida and the Florida 

College System shall provide postsecondary 

educational campus coaching positions that will be 

integrated Florida College System institutions’ and 

university institutions general support services 

structure to provide current and former foster care 

children and young adults with dedicated, on campus 

support.

• This legislation resulted in on campus 

foster care liaisons or coaches being 

appointed.

• All 28 colleges and all 12 universities have 

a designated person 

• 7 colleges and universities have a 

dedicated staff person



409.1452 

(1)(a) Each school district program, Florida College System institution, or state university at which a student is exempt from the payment of tuition and fees under s. 1009.25 must have, 

at a minimum, a knowledgeable, accessible, and responsive employee who acts as a liaison and provides assistance to those students who are exempt from the payment of tuition and 

fees to assist in resolving any problems related to such exemption. The liaisons shall provide such students with on-campus support and must be employees of the program, institution, or 

university. The name and contact information of the liaison must be:

1. Provided to each student who is exempt from the payment of tuition and fees and who is attending that program, institution, or university.

2. Published on the website of the program, institution, or university.

3. Provided to the department and each community-based care lead agency.

(b) Each school district program, Florida College System institution, and state university must maintain the original documentation submitted by the student regarding his or her eligibility 

for the tuition and fee exemption under s. 1009.25 and may not make additional requests for such documentation.

(2) A school district program, Florida College System institution, or state university may also provide campus coaching services and other support to a student who is exempt from the 

payment of tuition and fees under s. 1009.25 to promote his or her successful completion of postsecondary education and transition to independent living.

Requirements of Colleges and Universities

https://m.flsenate.gov/Statutes/1009.25
https://m.flsenate.gov/Statutes/1009.25
https://m.flsenate.gov/Statutes/1009.25


Use of Tuition Exemption

sSources: Florida Department of Education, Florida Board of Governors, Florida College System



2018-19 2019-20

Students Using 
State of Florida Homeless Tuition and Fee Exemption

2014-’15 to 2021-’22

Institution     Count          Amount



Partners and Programs



Partners

• Southern Scholarship Foundation: Provides no-cost housing on a competitive basis. 

• AOK Scholar Foundation: Provides emergency funding to students who receive the homeless or DCF waiver

• Florida Guardian ad Litem: Florida Guardian ad Litem represent the legal interests of Florida’s most vulnerable 

children, the abused, abandoned and neglected.

https://www.southernscholarship.org/
https://aokscholars.org/
https://guardianadlitem.org/
http://floridacollegeaccess.org/
https://aokscholars.org/




Click HERE for more information.Click HERE for more information.

Click HERE for more information. Click HERE for more information.

https://www.tcc.fl.edu/student-life/student-services/student-accessibility-services-sas/emerging-eagles/#:~:text=The%20Emerging%20Eagles%20Program%20(Fostering,program%20to%20independent%20young%20adulthood.
https://students.broward.edu/resources/seahawk-outreach/
https://students.broward.edu/resources/seahawk-outreach/
https://spcollege.edu/current-students/student-affairs/student-support-resources/retention-services/rise


Catherine Aroca Ave

Academic Advisor/Coach

(561) 297 3064

educatetomorrow@fau.edu

Ana Ramos

Program Director

Fostering Panther Pride

Anramos@FIU.edu

(305) 348-6106

CLICK HERE for more information.

Jenelle Belle

Support Coordinator

(813) 974-6130 

jenelleb@usf.edu

mailto:educatetomorrow@fau.edu
mailto:Anramos@FIU.edu
https://www.stpetersburg.usf.edu/student-life/student-outreach-program/about/meet-the-sos-staff.aspx
mailto:jenelleb@usf.edu


Sample Searchable Directory for College Liaisons



Sample Searchable Directory for University Liaisons



Pathways to CTE Success
New Pathways to CTE Success Partnership Aims to Increase Postsecondary Attainment Among Students from Foster 
Care and those Experiencing Homelessness

The Florida Department of Education Career and Technical Education (CTE) Division and the Florida Association of 
Career and Technical Education (FACTE) have partnered with Educate Tomorrow to establish Pathways to CTE Success, a 
statewide initiative to increase the number students who obtain certification and postsecondary workforce credentials 
using the Florida Homeless Tuition Waiver and the Florida Department of Children and Families (DCF) tuition and fee 
exemption. 

Pathways to CTE Success aims to develop a statewide network of informed professionals to support students using 
the exemptions in school district career and technical education programs, similar to the DCF Positive Pathways Program, 
which Educate Tomorrow has run for the past eight years. The program includes the following services:

● Recruitment of campus-based and community-based members
● An annual virtual conference
● Quarterly statewide calls and newsletters
● Quarterly professional development webinars
● Campus visits and presentations by CTE programs



Resources



Sample Professional Development Trainings
Available for your use



Quarterly Newsletters



Regional Forums to Inform Campus Coaching and Community Partners About the New 
Legal Requirements. 







CoC & CBC: Homeless & Foster Care Services

Continuum of Care (CoC)
• Continuums of Care (CoC) are organizations 

composed of representatives of nonprofit 
homeless providers, victim service providers, 
faith-based organizations, governments, 
businesses, advocates, public housing agencies, 
school districts, social service providers, mental 
health agencies, etc.

• Students who receive the homeless 
waiver may be connected to these 
organizations.

Community Based Care (CBC)
• Community-Based Care is a comprehensive 

redesign of Florida's Child Welfare System. It 
combines the outsourcing of foster care and 
related services to competent service agencies 
with an increased local community ownership of 
service delivery and design. This innovative 
statewide reform increases accountability, 
resource development, and system performance.

• Students who have experienced foster 
care are connected to a CBC.. 



Continuum of Care 
(CoC)

https://www.myflfamilies.com/continuums-care-and-local-providers-service
https://www.myflfamilies.com/continuums-care-and-local-providers-service




Contact Information



www.PositivePathwaysFlorida.org

http://www.positivepathwaysflorida.org




Contact Information

Jasmine Moore
Senior Director

jasmine@educatetomorrow.org

Dr. Steve J. Rios
Head of Foster Care and Homeless Services

steverios@educatetomorrow.org


