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Topics To Be Covered

● Statistics and trends related to students from foster care and homeless settings pursuing education in Florida. 

● State resources available to pursue education beyond high school for students in foster care and students 

experiencing housing insecurity.

● Discuss Positive Pathways and key contacts around the state in communities and at Florida colleges and 

universities that can support foster youth postsecondary success.

● Strategies to create a seamless transition from high school to college with community partners.

● Information about FAFSA completion and ways community partners can collaborate to serve students.





● Funded by the Florida Department of Children 
and Families (DCF) since 2016

● Unique state-level program aimed at increasing 
post-secondary educational success among 
college students who lived in foster care in 
Florida

● Administered by Educate Tomorrow, a statewide 
non-profit organization

● Established and supports a network of 
members 

● Began as Florida Reach, a volunteer statewide 
network

● Has more than 700 individuals on mailing list 

● Facebook page of more then 200

Highlights



Purpose and Benefits
● Monthly network calls

● Targeted professional development

● Extensive and consistent networking 

opportunities

● Daily access to immediate technical support

● Small group support (College Connection / 

University Connection)

● Updated resources and directory of 

campus-based and community-based liaisons

Purpose

To develop and support a statewide 
network of informed and empathetic, and 
dedicated education and child welfare 
professionals to support students from 
foster care and homeless settings 
through their journeys to post-secondary 
completion.



University and State College Campus-Based Programs 
and Number and Percent of Students Served

2013 to 2020



Students Using DCF Tuition and Fee Exemption
2020-2021
Total 4,152



Enrollment Data
University, State College, and Technical College Student

Using Florida Department of Children and Families
Tuition and Fee Exemption

2015-16 to 2020-21

Sources: Florida SUS BOG, 2022; Florida College System, 2022



Students who Graduated Using the 
Florida Department of Children and Families

Tuition and Fee Exemption
College and Universities

2013-14 to 2020-21

Totals

Overall Total
3,566

Since 2013

Sources: Florida SUS BOG, 2022; Florida College System, 2022
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Click HERE for video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g5075-f-ae0


Click HERE for Video

Amber Mannings

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PhzdoWg5p04


Benefits
Extended Foster Care (EFC)

You aged out in the legal custody of DCF

AND

● You are participating in a qualifying activity like;
● Attending high school or working on GED; or
● Enrolled in college or vocational education program; or
● Employed at least 80 hours per month; or
● Participating in a program designed to promote or eliminate barriers to 

employment.; or
● Have a diagnosed and documented disability that would prevent you from 

participating in any of the activities listed above.

● Young adults who would typically 

age out of licensed foster care at 

age 18 can remain in foster care 

until age 21 — or age 22, if they 

have a documented disability — 

while they finish school or gain 

work skills.



Benefits
Postsecondary Education Services and Support (PESS)

● State program for eligible former foster youth
● Monthly financial payment of $1,756
● To secure housing, utilities, and assist with cost of living while attending a Florida Bright 

Futures-eligible postsecondary educational institution.

● Students may be eligible for PESS if:
● Turned 18 while in the legal custody of the Department and who you have spent a total of 

at least six months in licensed out-of-home care before turning 18. OR
● At least 18 and you were adopted after the age of 16 from foster care or placed with a 

court-approved dependency guardian after spending at least 6 months in licensed care 
within the 12 months immediately preceding such  your placement or adoption. AND

● You have earned a standard high school diploma, or its equivalent. AND
● Attending a college or vocational school that is Florida Bright Futures eligible.

If not PESS, ETV

federal grant provided to states to help fund eligible former 
foster youth who are enrolled in postsecondary programs.  

18-22, inclusive

The initial application for these funds must be received 
before the young adult’s 21st birthday.  ETV grant funds are 
limited; therefore, financial assistance will be administered 
on a first come, first served basis.

This program is available until you reach your 23rd 
birthday.



Florida Statute Related to Fee Exemptions: Students from Foster Care

Click HERE for video.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pSd4rg_jSkM


Replace with Homeless Waiver 
Document



Florida Statute Related to Fee Exemptions: Students from Foster Care

“I don’t remember what home feels like,” said 24-year-old Ebony 
Ortega, an ethnic studies major at San Francisco State University. 
Ortega sleeps in her car, at friends’ apartments or at secret spots on 
campus.

“It’s been quite some few years since I’ve felt like there’s some sort of 
comfort, security and just stability,” she added. “It’s hard, it’s really 
hard.”



Overview of New State Law Impacted by HB 1577

The bill enacts the following

● Revises definitions of homeless children and youth and certified 
unaccompanied homeless youth.

● Requires school districts to provide certified unaccompanied youth cards.
● Requires certified school districts programs, public colleges, and state 

universities to have a liaison to provide assistance to eligible students.
● Requires the Office of of Program Policy Analysis and Government 

Accountability (OPPAGA) to conduct a student on the services provided to 
Florida’s homeless students. Click HERE for video.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S6_fMj8VRSk


Click HERE for overview of HB 1577 Requirements

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1577/Analyses/h1577d.HHS.PDF


How Great is the Need?



Standardized Form Updated by Florida Department of Children and Families

Front of Form Must Include

● Circumstances that qualify the youth
● Date youth was certified; and
● Name, title, and signature of the 

certifying individual (e.g., district’s 
designated liaison)

● Back of form must include Section 
743.067



HB 1577 required 
updates to the form.

Describes 
specific living 
situation the 
student might be 
in.





ID Card
Similar to Form, which 
comes first. No card 

without form.



Required 
on Back





Financial Resources

DCF Tuition 
Waiver

Homeless Tuition 
Waiver



Barriers to Retention 

Lack of financial support
Uncertain how to ask for help
Difficulty navigating the college system
Housing instability
Rising cost of living



Pathway to College Success

Campus 
Navigation

Academic 
Support

Student 
Engagement 
& Support

Campus 
Resources

Community 
Partnerships 
& Resources



Supporting Foster Youth & Homeless Youth:
Collaboration is Key.
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Academic Advising
Controllers Office
Dean of Students
Financial Aid
Housing
Health Services/Counseling
Community Partners









www.citruscollegecoalition.org

http://www.citruscollegecoalition.org










If Yes, Independent (Documentation Needed)









This will be updated with the 
liaisons as opposed to the 
directors



Regional Points of Contact

# Region Point of Contact Contact Information
1. Northeast Shay Rizaire Community Liaison, Allan Madden Foundation, ShayRazaire@AlanMaddenFoundation.org, (352) 800-9863

2. Northwest Shay Rizaire (Interim) Community Liaison, Allan Madden Foundation, ShayRazaire@AlanMaddenFoundation.org, (352) 800-9863

3. Central Jasmine Moore, M.S.Ed. Success Coach, Educate Tomorrow Corp., Jasmine@educatetomorrow.org, (409) 996-1369

4. Suncoast Dr. Jamie Bennett, LMSW, ACC Executive Director, Cetera, Inc., (269) 271-1608, Jamie@jbtraining.com

5. Suncoast Dr. Althea K. Blake Program Manager, LEAP Tampa Bay College Access Network, ablake@cftampabay.org, (813) 263-3334

6. Southeast 
Region

Jasmine Moore, M.S.Ed. Success Coach, Educate Tomorrow Corp., Jasmine@educatetomorrow.org, (409) 996-1369

7. Southern Wendy Joseph College Coach. ET and Miami Dade College, (786) 371-9916, wjoseph@mdc.edu

These individuals have agreed to provide guidance and assistance to any student who may not be able to reach a 
campus-based liaison. 

If you are not able to reach a campus-based foster care liaison / campus coach, or a regional point of contact, please contact 
Dr. Steve J. Rios, Senior Director of Positive Pathways, at (786) 223-6884. You can text after working hours or email Pathways@EducateTomorrow.org. 
Don’t hesitate to contact us. We are here for you!

mailto:ShayRazaire@AlanMaddenFoundation.org
mailto:ShayRazaire@AlanMaddenFoundation.org
mailto:Jasmine@educatetomorrow.org
mailto:Jamie@jbtraining.com
mailto:ablake@cftampabay.org
mailto:Jasmine@educatetomorrow.org
mailto:wjoseph@mdc.edu
mailto:Pathways@EducateTomorrow.org




Map of Locations of State University System of Florida Institutions and Links to Offices of Accessibility / Disability Services

Click HERE.

Click HERE.

Click HERE.

Click HERE.

Click HERE.

Click HERE.

Click HERE. Click HERE.

Click HERE.

Click HERE.

Click HERE.

Click HERE.

Created by Florida DCF Positive Pathways Program (May 2021): www.PositivePathwaysFlorida.org

https://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/
http://www.famu.edu/index.cfm?cedar&THECeDARTEAM
https://dsst.fsu.edu/oas
https://disability.ufl.edu/
https://www.usf.edu/student-affairs/student-accessibility/
https://disability.ufl.edu/
https://www.usf.edu/student-affairs/student-accessibility/
https://www.ncf.edu/campus-life/student-disability-services/
https://www.usf.edu/student-affairs/student-accessibility/
https://www.fgcu.edu/adaptive/
https://www.usf.edu/student-affairs/student-accessibility/
https://studentaffairs.fiu.edu/get-support/disability-resource-center/
https://www.usf.edu/student-affairs/student-accessibility/
https://www.fau.edu/sas/New.php
https://floridapoly.edu/student-affairs/health-wellness/disability-services.php
https://www.fau.edu/sas/New.php
https://www.unf.edu/sas/
https://uwf.edu/academic-engagement-and-student-affairs/departments/student-accessibility-resources/


1. Broward College

2. College of Central Florida

3. Chipola College

4. Daytona State College

5. Eastern Florida State College

6. Florida Southwestern State University

7. College of the Florida Keys

8. Florida State College at Jacksonville

9. Gulf Coast State College

10. Hillsborough Community College

11. Indian River State College

12. Florida Gateway College

13. Lake Sumter State College

14. Miami Dade College

15. North Florida Community College

16. Northwest Florida State College

17. Palm Beach State College

18. Pasco-Hernando State College

19. Pensacola State College

20. Polk State College

21. Santa Fe College

22. Seminole State College

23. South Florida State College

24. St. Johns River State College

25. St. Petersburg College

26. State College Florida, Manatee-Sarasota

27. Tallahassee Community College

28. Valencia College

Links to Disability / Accessibility Resources Departments within the Florida College System

Created by Florida DCF Positive Pathways Program (May 2021): www.PositivePathwaysFlorida.org

https://www.broward.edu/accessibility/index.html
https://www.cf.edu/student-life/student-services/disability-services/
https://www.chipola.edu/
https://www.daytonastate.edu/cas/
https://www.easternflorida.edu/academics/academic-support/sail/
https://www.fsw.edu/adaptiveservices/
https://www.cfk.edu/academics/learning-support/accessibility-services/#:~:text=The%20College%20of%20the%20Florida%20Keys%20is%20committed,physical%20and%20other%20disabilities%20determined%20by%20individual%20situations.
https://www.fscj.edu/student-services/student-resources/services-for-students-with-disabilities
https://gulfcoast.edu/current-students/student-accessibility-resources/index.html
https://www.hccfl.edu/support-services/services-students-disabilities
https://www.irsc.edu/student-resources/student-accessibility-services.html
https://www.fgc.edu/students/office-of-accessibility-services/
https://www.lssc.edu/current-students/student-accessibility-services/
https://www.mdc.edu/access/
https://www.nfc.edu/current-students/student-services/
https://www.nwfsc.edu/accommodations/
https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/CSA/default.aspx
https://phsc.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2016-2017/Catalog-and-Student-Handbook/Student-Development-Advising-Registration/Disabilities-Services
https://www.pensacolastate.edu/current-students/student-services/student-resource-center-for-ada-services/
https://www.polk.edu/disability-services/
https://www.sfcollege.edu/drc/index
https://www.seminolestate.edu/dss
http://www.southflorida.edu/current-students/advising-counseling-center/services-students-with-disabilities
https://www.sjrstate.edu/studentaffairscontactlist.html
https://www.spcollege.edu/current-students/student-affairs/student-support-resources/accessibility-services
https://www.scf.edu/StudentServices/DisabilityResourceCenter/default.asp
https://www.tcc.fl.edu/student-life/student-services/student-accessibility-services-sas/student-accessibility-services/
https://valenciacollege.edu/students/office-for-students-with-disabilities/




Continuums of Care and Local Providers of Service
Organizations composed of representatives of nonprofit homeless providers, victim service providers, 
faith-based organizations, governments, businesses, advocates, public housing agencies, school districts, 
social service providers, mental health agencies, etc.

Model Components:

1. Outreach, intake, and assessment to link housing and services to the needs of those who are 

homeless.

2. Services and resources to prevent housed persons from becoming homeless or returning to 

homelessness.

3. Emergency sheltering as a safe alternative to living on the streets.

4. Transitional housing to move persons toward permanent housing solutions.

5. Permanent housing to end episodes of homelessness.

6. Supportive services designed to assist the person with necessary skills to secure and retain 

permanent housing.



CoC Lead Agency Service Areas

Hyperlinked Web Page

https://www.myflfamilies.com/service-programs/homelessness/local-providers.shtml


Continuums of Care and Local Providers of Service

CoC Lead Agency Service Areas

Alachua County Escambia County Jackson County Okaloosa County
Baker County Flagler County Jefferson County Okeechobee County
Bay County Franklin County Lafayette County Orange County

Bradford County Gadsden County Lake County Osceola County
Brevard County Gilchrist County Lee County Palm Beach County
Broward County Glades County Leon County Pinellas County
Calhoun County Gulf County Levy County Polk County
Charlotte County Hamilton County Liberty County Putnam County

Citrus County Hardee County Madison County St. Johns County
Clay County Hendry County Manatee County St. Lucie County

Collier County Hernando County Marion County Santa Rosa County
Columbia County Highlands County Martin County Sarasota County

DeSoto County Hillsborough County Miami-Dade County Seminole County
Dixie County Holmes County Monroe County Sumter County

Duval County Indian River County Nassau County Suwannee County

https://www.myflfamilies.com/service-programs/homelessness/local-providers.shtml




Questions and Answers



https://www.facebook.com/groups/floridareach

Join Our Facebook Page!



www.PositivePathwaysFlorida.org




