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Interview with a Student: Juliette Dell

Senior studying social work at Florida Gulf Coast. 
Used accessibility services through K-12 and into college.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1xqO7tRIu_ZK5S7Hchrn0d29zfUmXTndW/preview


Submit questions in chat or ask them during 
designated times during the session.

This webinar is being recording; all 
materials will be available in the near future.

Introduction of Session

Cal Walton, III, J.D.
Youth and Young Adult Transitions Specialist
Florida Department of Children and Families



Dr. Steve J. Rios
Senior Director

Positive Pathways Program
Florida Department of Children and Families

Overview of Session / Facilitator

Positive Pathways is a Florida DCF program that aims to increase positive postsecondary educational 
outcomes of students using the DCF tuition and fee exemption by developing and supporting a 
statewide network of campus and community-based professionals who serve these young people.



National Council on Disabilities

1. The number of students with disabilities attending college has nearly tripled since 1985

2. Nearly 300,000 (11%) of all college students are in need of disability services

3. The percent is higher among students from foster care

4. More than 80% of students with disabilities need some type of assistance and related services during the 

time they are earning their degrees.

5. The average time students with disabilities took to complete their college education was twice as the 

general population peers.

6. Many offices of Accessibility Resources are not familiar with the unique circumstances of young adults from 

homeless and foster care settings.

Source: National Council on Disabilities

Background to the Topic / Research



● Juliette Dell: Student, Florida Gulf Coast University

● Dr. Anelle Moss: Broward College Seahawk Outreach Services

● Melanie Gilson: Broward College Seahawk Outreach Services

● Debbie Dietz: Disabilities Independence Group

Guest Speakers



Independent Living Leader Marquina Butts

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1qPwoEiTTP2BSr2TcmYS2HUgqXNIH4TJ9/preview


Interview with High School / College Professor
Dr. Bill Presswood

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1OccksJUQg5Pst1yJw-6AwKLBEABqb3Oz/preview




● The process of getting 504 accommodations in college or 
“postsecondary” education is very different from the process in 
the years before college.

● No 504 plan, no 504 plan team and usually, no parental 
involvement. Your 504 plan doesn’t transfer in any way, 
including any records.

● However, section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act does apply if the 
school receives any federal funding

● If they don’t receive federal funding, equal access to 
post-secondary institutions for those with disabilities is 
mandated under the ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act).

● This video covers 504 accommodations in college in general, 
along with a few tips on how to make the process go as 
smoothly as possible.



Deborah E. Dietz
Executive Director & CoFounder

Disability Independence Group, Inc.

1. Know that every school is required to have a disability 

services office.

2. Every school has policies and procedures in place for 

what they do. 

3. Make sure that your IEP or 504 plan is up to date and 

complete before you leave high school. 

4. Students must keep all paperwork, letters, and 

documents about accommodations. 

5. Remember that accommodations do not only apply to 

academic classes and schoolwork. 

Five Recommendations



Interview with Disability Rights Advocate

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1BUUXYuk_kiiJOrk29kzOo68KWWRW2tJH/preview


Broward College Foster Care Liaisons

https://docs.google.com/file/d/10QA0dV4tNONl-rZoTDOhbRC5BGq4He6j/preview


1. First you must self-disclose your disability to Accessibility Resources.
2. Provide your campus Accessibility Resources office with appropriate 

documentation of your disability from a qualified diagnostician or 
medical doctor that addresses your disability and its impact in an 
educational setting

3. If you have questions about your documentation please contact 
Accessibility Resources.

4. After your documentation has been reviewed, and it is determined you 
qualify for services, an appointment will be made for an interview with a 
coordinator to discuss the academic accommodations/ support services 
needed.

5. It is important to understand that accommodations approved in 
high school do not necessarily carry over into college.

How to Obtain Accommodations: One College’s Information



Aimee Stubbs, M.A., Ed.S.
Associate Director

Accessibility Resources
Broward College

Overview of Session / Facilitator



CENTRAL CAMPUS
Send documentation to
Erika Neff
3501 S.W. Davie Road
Davie, FL 33314
Building 19, Room 172
954-201-6527
eneff@broward.edu

NORTH CAMPUS
Christine Hopp
1000 Coconut Creek Blvd.
Coconut Creek, FL 33066
Building 46, Room 209
954-201-2313
chopp1@broward.edu

SOUTH CAMPUS
Send documentation to
Miriam Peden
7200 Pines Blvd.
Pembroke Pines, FL 33024
Building 71, Room 129
954-201-8913
mpeden@broward.edu



Documentation
Complete an Application for Services / Self-Report Form below 
and submit it with your disability documentation to the campus 
that you plan to attend.

If you do not already have documentation, please have your 
doctor, therapist, or another clinician complete the appropriate 
verification form below for the campus you are attending. 

If you have multiple disabilities, please have your doctor 
complete the appropriate form for each.







www.PositivePathwaysFlorida.org

http://www.positivepathwaysflorida.org


CLICK FOR LINKED DOCUMENT

https://www.positivepathwaysflorida.org/new-page




How to Reach Us

Join the 
Positive 

Pathways 
Network 
Today!



Questions and Answers


