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Miami Dade College
A Step by Step Guide to Serving Students on 

Campus from Foster Care



WHAT IS EDUCATE TOMORROW?

Educate Tomorrow is a non-profit organization whose mission is to promote 
independence through education and provide mentorship for foster youth, homeless, 
unaccompanied and other underrepresented youth. 



WHO WE ARE

Educate Tomorrow at Miami Dade College is a campus-based student services program 
that supports students impacted by the child welfare system in their transition to higher 
education.  The program offers individualized academic assistance from enrollment to 

completion, as well as social supports in an effort to positively impact and increase 
graduation rates.



WHO WE SERVE

Any student who is/was:

• Impacted by the child welfare system 

• In relative/non-relative care 

• Adopted from Department of Children 

and Families (after May 5, 1997)

• Residing in transitional housing



DID YOU KNOW?

Students who age out of the dependency system may qualify for FREE TUITION at any 
Florida public post-secondary institution!!!



DCF  
TUITION & FEE 

EXEMPTION 
FORM



WHAT DOES THE DCF TUITION 
EXEMPTION COVER?

• Tuition and Fees- including Lab Fees

• Workforce Education provided by School Districts

(post-secondary career and technical programs/ trade schools)

• Undergraduate Classes

• Graduate School Classes (Master’s or Ph.D programs)



HOW TO ACCESS THE DCF 
TUITION EXEMPTION FORM

• Contact the Community 
Based Care (CBC) lead 
agency in the community 
where the child welfare 
case was located.

An Eligibility Specialist will provide 
documentation describing 

student’s eligibility

(305) 455-6000
Southern Region-

Miami-Dade & Monroe counties

(321) 441-2060
Central Region-

Orange, Osceola & Seminole counties

(954) 414-6000
Southeastern Region-

Broward & Palm Beach counties



https://www.positivepathwaysflorida.org/comm
unitybased-care/



WORKING WITH STUDENTS
STEP-BY-STEP SNAPSHOT

Step 1: 
• Educate your 

Campus Community

Step 2: 
• Retrieve Referral(s) 

from Various Sources

Step 3: 
• Initiate contact 

with students.

APPOINTMENT PREP 
• Gather student information
• Determine the best time and place to meet 
• Help the student to identify needs (academic, social, 

employment)
• Prepare solutions, resources to address student needs
• Confirm the appointment 24 hours prior 

INITIAL MEETING 
• Establish rapport, set student at ease 
• Explain the role of the College Coach 
• Complete necessary docs 
• Revisit needs in detail 
• Discuss solutions (to include proactive steps for the future) 
• Set goals and objectives 
• Discuss upcoming events and workshops 
• Schedule follow-up meeting 

FOLLOW-UP MEETING 
• Revisit prior needs 
• Discuss proactive planning strategies 
• Discuss new needs 
• Discuss upcoming events and workshops 
• Establish meeting schedule 



STEP BY STEP SNAPSHOT

Step 4: 

• Play the role of an interactive campus 
map. Navigate various departments 
with student(s) and encourage them 
to  understand each departments 
function/purpose

Step 5: 

• Utilize a live tracking system that 
allows you to identify students who 
do not actively engage and develop 
proactive steps to provide 
support/guidance

Step 6: 
• Familiarize self with FERPA 

rules/regulations

FAMILY EDUCATIONAL 
RIGHTS AND PRIVACY ACT 

(FERPA) 

The Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act (FERPA) (20 U.S.C. §
1232g; 34 CFR Part 99) is a Federal 
law that protects the privacy of 
student education records. The law 
applies to all schools that receive 
funds under an applicable program of 
the U.S. Department of Education.



SERVICES AVAILABLE TO STUDENTS

Tailored Enrollment/
Academic Support 
•Assistance with MDC application and 
Admissions process
• Establish Florida Residency for in-state 

tuition status
• Ensure processing of DCF Tuition 

Exemption form
• Individualized M.A.P (My Academic Plan) 

course review
Financial Advising
• Verification of FAFSA completion 
• Financial Goal Setting workshops to 

promote Financial Literacy

Streamlined On-Campus 
Student Support Services
• College Coach/ Campus Liaison works 

in conjunction with staff from 
Admissions,  Academic Advisement,      
Financial Aid and Bursars (cashier’s)  
office to ensure seamless support

Scholarship Opportunities
•AOK Scholars Program
-Lawrence E. White Family Foundation 

provides emergency funding to students 
to decrease barriers to academic   
achievement. 



SERVICES AVAILABLE TO STUDENTS

Access to On-Campus and 
Community Resources
• Mental Health Counseling (Trauma-

Informed Care)
• Food Pantry (students experiencing 

food insecurities)
• Transportation Assistance
• Housing Support

Changemaker Peer Mentoring
• Internship Opportunity through ICED 

(Institute for Civic Engagement & 
Democracy) partnership
• Provide Workforce preparation training
• Enhance employability skills
• Earn Monthly Stipend while Receiving 

College Credits (Earn while you Learn)







STUDENTS 
USING DCF 
EXEMPTIONS AT 
FL COLLEGE 
SYSTEM 
INSTITUTIONS 
2016-17

The number of students from care who pay for college using a tuition exemption within the FCS is 
increasing from 2, 229 in 2015-2016 to 2, 395 in 2016-2017 (a 7% increase). 



PROGRAM SUCCESSES

• ET@MDC is one of the first campus-based support program for foster youth in Florida

• MDC serves the largest number of foster care youth in Florida (~400 students)

• Since the program began in 2013, ET@MDC helped raise the number of tuition 
exemptions utilized across the state from 8 (in 2003) to over 500

• Program began with ONE full-time employee, now has TWO full-time College Coaches

• Summer Executive Internship employed over 50 students

• Over $75,000 in scholarships awarded to students

• Community partnerships include:

Our Kids, M-DCPS, Casa Valentina, Paragon Partnership,  

Citrus Health,  Miami-Dade County Homeless Outreach



MIAMI DADE COLLEGE;
COLLEGE COACHES



QUESTIONS???


