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Overview



• Created in 2016 and funded by the Florida 
Department of Children and Families (DCF), in 
response to a Florida law requiring 
collaboration between DCF and the Florida 
Department of Education

• Dramatic increase in number of students from 
foster care using tuition and fee exemption

• Unique state-level program aimed at 
increasing post-secondary educational success 
among college students who lived in foster 
care in Florida

• Administered by Educate Tomorrow, a 
statewide non-profit organization

• Maintains and expands a network of members 

• Began as Florida Reach, a volunteer statewide 
network

Highlights



Purpose and Benefits
● Monthly network calls

● Targeted professional development

● Extensive and consistent networking 

opportunities

● Daily access to immediate technical support

● Alliance to Foster Transition x Education 

Research (AFTER)

● Small group support (College Connection)

● Updated resources and directory of campus-

based and community-based liaisons

Purpose

To develop and support a statewide 
network of informed and empathetic, 
and dedicated education and child 
welfare professionals to support 
students from foster care and homeless 
settings through their journeys to post-
secondary completion.







Data



University and State College Campus-Based Programs 
and Number and Percent of Students Using DCF Tuition Exemption

2013 to 2020



Students who Graduated Using the 
Florida Department of Children and Families

Tuition and Fee Exemption
College and Universities

2013-14 to 2020-21

Sources: Florida SUS BOG, 2022; Florida College System, 2022

Totals

Overall Total
3,566

Since 2013



• Tuition and Fee Exemption use shows steady long-term growth

• Each year approximately 1,000 young adults turn 18 while in foster 
care in Florida. These are the students from which Positive Pathways 
draws its key target population.

• About 33% of these students are still in HS at age 18.

• There has been a 108% increase in number of Florida’s State 
University System students using tuition exemption since 2015.

• There has been a 38% increase in number of students using tuition 
and fee exemption since 2015.

• These students are served by foster care liaisons who may be 
associated with the Positive Pathways Network

Key Data Points



Number of Homeless Students Statewide
2020-21

63,946

Number of Students Using Homeless Waiver in 
Florida College System Colleges

2020-21

723

Number of 12th-Grade Homeless Students 
Statewide
2020-21

4,784 
(2,100 UHY)

Number of Students Using Homeless Waiver in 
State Universities

2021-22

344

Sources: Florida Department of Education, Florida Board of Governors, Florida College System





2018-19 2019-20

Students Using 
State of Florida Homeless Tuition and Fee Exemption

2014-’15 to 2021-’22

Institution     Count          Amount



Professional Development



Sample Professional Development Trainings
Available for your use



Quarter Newsletters



Regional Forums to Inform Campus Coaching and Community Partners About the New 
Legal Requirements. 





Laws



Tuition Waivers for Youth Who 
Have Experienced Foster Care

• The State of Florida provides tuition and fee exemptions, to eligible students,
through age 28.

• The waiver is authorized at state public universities, public colleges, and technical
colleges.

• Fee exemptions may be available to a student who:
o He or she is, or was at the time of reaching 18 years of age, in out-of-home care.
o He or she was adopted from the Department of Children and Families after May 5, 

1997.
o He or she is, or was at the time of reaching 18 years of age, placed in the custody of a 

relative or non-relative under s. 39.5085, s. 39.6221, or s. 39.6225, F.S.
o He or she was reunited with his or her parents after spending at least 18 months in out-

of-home care after reaching 14 years of age, including a reunification pursuant to s. 
39.8155, F.S.

Note: The exemption remains valid until the student reaches 28 years of age. See § 1009.25(1)(c), (d), Fla. Stat. For 
questions regarding eligibility or how to obtain a tuition and fee exemption form, CF-FSP 5220, contact your local 
Community Based Care Lead Agency or call Florida’s Independent Living Resource Center, operated by daniel, at 1-844-
ILYOUTH (844-459-6884).

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1009/Sections/1009.25.html


• The Florida Legislature mandated, in 2014, that DCF collaborate 

with the Board of Governors (BOG), the Florida College System 

(FCS), and the Florida Department of Education (DOE) to help 

eligible youth transition to and through postsecondary educational 

settings.

• Chapter 409.1452: Addresses the need for a comprehensive 

support structure in the academic arena to assist young adults who 

have been or remain in the foster care system

Legal Context



Florida Statute 409.1452
The Department of Children and Families shall work in collaboration with the Board of Governors, the Florida College System, and the 
Department of Education to:

- help address the need for a focused and consistent campus-based comprehensive support structure in the academic arena
- to assist children and young adults who have been or continue to remain in the foster care system or who are experiencing 

homelessness to succeed in postsecondary education
- to help them make the transition from a structured care system into an independent living setting.
- provide educational campus liaison coaching positions

- integrated into Florida College System institutions' and university institutions' general support services structure

- provide current and former foster care children and young adults who have been or continue to remain in the foster care 
system or who are experiencing homelessness with dedicated, on-campus support.

- employees of the selected educational institutions
- focused on supporting children and young adults who have been or continue to remain in the foster care system or who are 

experiencing homelessness.



Educational Campus Coaching Positions
In 2014 the state passed legislation, (F.S. 409.1452): 

The State University System of Florida and the Florida 

College System shall provide postsecondary 

educational campus coaching positions that will be 

integrated Florida College System institutions’ and 

university institutions general support services 

structure to provide current and former foster care 

children and young adults with dedicated, on campus 

support.

• This legislation resulted in on campus 

foster care liaisons or coaches being 

appointed.

• All 28 colleges and all 12 universities have 

a designated person 

• 7 colleges and universities have a 

dedicated staff person





409.1452

(1)(a) Each school district program, Florida College System institution, or state university at which a student is exempt from the payment of tuition and fees under s. 1009.25 must have, 

at a minimum, a knowledgeable, accessible, and responsive employee who acts as a liaison and provides assistance to those students who are exempt from the payment of tuition and fees 

to assist in resolving any problems related to such exemption. The liaisons shall provide such students with on-campus support and must be employees of the program, institution, or 

university. The name and contact information of the liaison must be:

1. Provided to each student who is exempt from the payment of tuition and fees and who is attending that program, institution, or university.

2. Published on the website of the program, institution, or university.

3. Provided to the department and each community-based care lead agency.

(b) Each school district program, Florida College System institution, and state university must maintain the original documentation submitted by the student regarding his or her eligibility 

for the tuition and fee exemption under s. 1009.25 and may not make additional requests for such documentation.

(2) A school district program, Florida College System institution, or state university may also provide campus coaching services and other support to a student who is exempt from the 

payment of tuition and fees under s. 1009.25 to promote his or her successful completion of postsecondary education and transition to independent living.

Requirements of Colleges and Universities

https://m.flsenate.gov/Statutes/1009.25
https://m.flsenate.gov/Statutes/1009.25
https://m.flsenate.gov/Statutes/1009.25


Partners and Programs





Partners

• Florida College Access Network (FCAN): plays a leading role in promoting postsecondary education throughout 

Florida

• Florida Guardian ad Litem (GAL) Program: their extensive experience can be used in an educational mentoring 

capacity with students from foster care using the tuition exemption 

• Southern Scholarship Foundation: Provides no-cost housing on a competitive basis. 

• AOK Scholar Foundation: Provides emergency funding to students who receive the homeless or DCF waiver

• Florida Guardian ad Litem: Florida Guardian ad Litem represent the legal interests of Florida’s most vulnerable 

children, the abused, abandoned and neglected.

http://floridacollegeaccess.org/
https://guardianadlitem.org/
https://www.southernscholarship.org/
https://aokscholars.org/
https://guardianadlitem.org/




Seahawk Outreach Services (SOS)

The Mission of Seahawk Outreach Services (SOS) is to provide wrap-around services and holistic support to 
students by connecting them to key campus resources and referring them to community organizations. The 
goal of SOS is to help reduce food and housing insecurities, stress/mental health challenges, homelessness, 
and financial obstacles among our student population.

Click HERE for more information.
Click HERE for more information.

Click HERE for more information. Click HERE for more information.

Educate Tomorrow @ Miami Dade College

Educate Tomorrow at Miami Dade College is a student support program that supports MDC students from foster 
youth, as well as homeless, unaccompanied or other disadvantaged youth. We also help students who receive 
the Department of children and Families tuition waiver. We offer academic support and mentoring services 
through our Changemaker Corps Peer Mentor Program with the goal of creating a strong network of support, 
streamlined academic and financial adipiscing, and access to services in the community in order to increase 
academic progress and graduation rates.

https://www.tcc.fl.edu/student-life/student-services/student-accessibility-services-sas/emerging-eagles/
https://students.broward.edu/resources/seahawk-outreach/
https://students.broward.edu/resources/seahawk-outreach/
https://spcollege.edu/current-students/student-affairs/student-support-resources/retention-services/rise


Catherine Aroca Avellaneda

Academic Advisor/Coach

(561) 297 3064

educatetomorrow@fau.edu

Ana Ramos
Program Director

Fostering Panther Pride

Anramos@FIU.edu

(305) 348-6106

CLICK HERE for more information.

mailto:educatetomorrow@fau.edu
mailto:Anramos@FIU.edu
https://www.stpetersburg.usf.edu/student-life/student-outreach-program/about/meet-the-sos-staff.aspx


Florida’s Colleges have designated individuals in a variety of types of positions to be their campus contacts
Green Arrows indicate Representatives of Fully Established Campus Programs



Florida’s Colleges have designated individuals in a variety of types of positions to be their campus contacts
Green Arrows indicate Representatives of Fully Established Campus Programs



Florida’s Universities have designated individuals in a variety of types of positions to be their campus contacts
Green Arrows indicate Fully Established Programs



Resources



Region / Circuit Contact
Northwest Region

Circuits 1, 2, 14

Shay Rizaire
Community Liaison

Allan Madden Foundation
(352) 800-9863
shayrazaire@

alanmaddenfoundation.org
Northeast Region

Circuits 3, 4, 7, 8

Shay Rizaire
Community Liaison

Allan Madden Foundation
(352) 800-9863
shayrazaire@

alanmaddenfoundation.org
Central Region

Circuits 5, 9, 10, 18
Marquina Butts-Fisher

Independent Living Coordinator
Heartland for Children
(863) 519-8900 x 238

Mbutts@HeartlandforChildren.org

Positive Pathways Regional Points of Contact

DCF Regions

Strategically placed 

professionals help 

connect youth and 

young adults as well as 

community-based 

agencies with campus-

based foster care 

liaisons.

mailto:Mbutts@HeartlandforChildren.org


Positive Pathways Regional Points of Contact

Region / Circuit Contact Contact

Suncoast Region

Circuits 6, 12, 13, 20

Althea K. Blake, EdD.
Founder, Higher Agency

(813) 580-7874
altheakblake@gmail.com

Jamie Bennett, LMSW, ACC
Co-founder, Cetera, Inc.

(269) 271-1608
jamie@jlbtraining.com

Southeast Region

Circuits 15, 17, 19

Jasmine Moore
Associate Director
Educate Tomorrow

(409)-996-1369
jasmine@educatetonorrow.org

Southern Region

Circuits 11, 16

Varzi Jean-Baptiste
Senior Director and Care 

Coordinator
Educate Tomorrow

(786) 223-7541
Varzi@educatetomorrow.org

DCF Regions

mailto:altheakblake@gmail.com
mailto:jamie@jlbtraining.com
mailto:Varzi@educatetomorrowo.org


CoC & CBC: Homeless & Foster Care Services

Continuum of Care (CoC)
• Continuums of Care (CoC) are organizations 

composed of representatives of nonprofit 
homeless providers, victim service providers, 
faith-based organizations, governments, 
businesses, advocates, public housing agencies, 
school districts, social service providers, mental 
health agencies, etc.

• Students who receive the homeless 
waiver may be connected to these 
organizations.

Community Based Care (CBC)
• Community-Based Care is a comprehensive 

redesign of Florida's Child Welfare System. It 
combines the outsourcing of foster care and 
related services to competent service agencies 
with an increased local community ownership of 
service delivery and design. This innovative 
statewide reform increases accountability, 
resource development, and system performance.

• Students who have experienced foster 
care are connected to a CBC..



Continuum of Care 
(CoC)

https://www.myflfamilies.com/continuums-care-and-local-providers-service




Contact Information



Jasmine Moore
Associate Director
Educate Tomorrow
Positive Pathways



www.PositivePathwaysFlorida.org

http://www.positivepathwaysflorida.org





