
Frequently Asked Questions
DCF Fee Exemptions
in the Florida College System 

What is the Florida 
College System?

The Florida College 
System is a network of 
28 community colleges, 
colleges and state colleges 
serving nearly a 
million Floridians. 

It is the primary access 
point to higher education 
for Floridians, offering an 
array of programs designed 
to prepare students for 
entry into the workforce or 
opportunities to continue 
their education.

> What is the Department of  Children and Families
(DCF) fee exemption?
According to Florida law, some students who were in DCF 
custody, adopted, in a relative’s custody or placed in court 
guardianship may be exempted from paying tuition and fees at 
Florida College System institutions.

> I want to attend a Florida College System institution.
How do I know if  I am eligible for this exemption?
You could be eligible for the fee exemption if you meet one of 
the following criteria:
• You were in the custody of DCF when you turned 18.
• You were adopted from DCF after May 5, 1997.
• You were in the custody of a relative or non-relative when

you reached the age of 18.
• You were placed in a guardianship by the court after reaching

age 16 and spent at least 6 months in the custody of DCF.

> I am currently living on my own and am over 18 years
old. Am I still eligible for this exemption?
If you meet any of the criteria listed above you may be eligible 

to receive the DCF fee exemption until you reach 28 years of age. 

> What paperwork is needed to determine if  I’m eligible?
You will need to work with a DCF representative to obtain the necessary signatures. Each 
college is different, so you need to ask the college you’re interested in attending about 
what is required.

> What does the exemption cover?
This exemption covers tuition and fees only. This means that you will be required to pay 
other costs associated with college, such as textbooks, housing and food. Be sure to talk 
with	the	financial	aid	office	and	admissions	office	about	additional	fees.	

> What are other options to help pay for college?
There are many ways of keeping college affordable. Students should complete the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) as early as possible. The FAFSA is used by the 
college to determine eligibility for federal and state aid. The exemption does not cover the 
cost of books, housing or food. FAFSA can help you determine other sources of aid to 
help with costs not covered by the exemption. View federal and state	financial	aid	
programs.

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1009.25&URL=1000-1099/1009/Sections/1009.25.html
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa



